
Matters of the Heart

Character Focus at Logos

Character Trait:   Love

Definitions:

· Living out the character qualities of God in our relationships

· Love is a decision and an action

Supporting Scriptures:


1 Corinthians 13: The Love Chapter.


1 Corinthians 14:1a  Let love be your highest goal!  
Galatians 5:6b  The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.

1 John 3:18  Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.
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tthew 22:37-39  Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment.   And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'
Conversations Starters:

Simpler:
· What is love?  Let each person give his/her idea.

· Does love matter the most in your family/school? (Or are there other things that are really more important?)

· Do you consistently put others first or do you have a “ME FIRST” attitude?
Deeper:
· Do you ever do things that you consider boring or useless, but would be showing love to someone else?  (Examples: Playing with a younger sibling, taking the initiative in helping out around the house, running errands with the family, going shopping with your mom.)

· How could you demonstrate love to your family at the dinner table or to fellow students during your lunch hour?

· What gets in the way of pursuing life’s greatest goal, love?  Is it selfishness, too much activity, laziness?

Suggested Activities for Family/Class Times:

· Read 1 John 4: 7-21 together and talk about it.

· Use 1 Corinthians 13 to give ideas for what love really is.

· Look for ways that you see family members, students, or teachers showing love this month.  Point it out when you see it or set some time aside to [image: image3.png]


report on the ways you’ve seen love acted out in your home or school.

· Look for opportunities to show love by letting others have first choice.
Suggested Resources:

How to Really Love your Child by Ross Campbell, M.D. - From a distinctly Christian viewpoint, this resource can help you as a parent manifest love to your young child in all situations of child-rearing, from positive eye contact and physical touch to effective discipline and spiritual nurture.

Love Notes in Lunch Boxes and Other Ideas to Color Your Child's Day by Linda

J. Gilden is a great resource for how love notes help build self-confidence and

character.

Website: 5lovelanguages.com - Take an assessment to discover your and your child’s

preferred love language based on Gary Chapman's bestselling book The Five

Love Languages.
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