Matters of the Heart

Character Focus at Logos Prep

Character Trait: Faith
Developing character must first start with the foundation of faith in the work and person of Jesus Christ. Without belief and trust in Christ’s example and the power of the Holy Spirit, our efforts are just that; our own effort. (Romans 9:16) We will choose our own way over respecting, serving, and loving others. The Logos Prep Statement of Faith is the common ground we come to build upon for making decisions at home and school.

Logos Prep Statement of Faith

There is only one true God, existent in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

The Bible is the inspired, infallible, inerrant Word of God that has no need of other documents to complete the gospel message.

After the fall, man became sinful and can only be saved by God through salvation in Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary, led a sinless life, performed miracles, died on the cross for our sins, rose again from the dead, ascended to the right hand of God, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
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Definitions:
-Reliance, loyalty, or complete trust in God

-Believing God will do what He says in His word.

-Believing in something that you cannot see. 

(“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

   Hebrews 11:1)

Supporting Scriptures:

Matthew 17:20 Your faith can be as small as a mustard seed and God can use it to do mighty things.

Romans 10:17 Faith comes from hearing the message and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

Ephesians 6:16 Faith is a shield to be used to defend against the enemies attacks.

Hebrews 11:6 It is impossible to please God without faith and he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Conversations Starters:

Simpler:

· Talk about things you can’t see but still have faith in their power.  (For example:  electricity, wind, etc.)

· Ask:  How do we have faith in a God we can’t see?  

· Ask:  How does our faith grow?

· Discuss:  Because we have faith, we believe that certain things are true.  

· Discuss in a simple way the elements of the Logos Prep Statement of Faith.

Deeper:

· Do I have faith in God and his authority in my life?

· How can my faith grow? (see Romans 10:17)

· How can I use the shield of faith to protect myself from the enemy?

· How can I express my faith at school? At home?

· What can we do as a school/family to demonstrate our faith in Christ is real?

Suggested Activities for Family/Class Times:

· Have a Family Faith Building story time. Have family members take turns telling about a time when:

-God answered a prayer


-God helped you face something hard.


-God provided what you needed.


-You knew God loved you

· Have each family member write down one prayer request that Jesus can help them with this week.  Track that request to hear the answer.  

Suggested Resources:

The Family Compass (Kurt and Olivia Bruner) offers key principles and practical ideas on how to become intentional about instilling a strong faith in your own children.

Revolutionary Parenting (George Barna) tackles the principles and practicalities of raising modern-day spiritual champions through intentional discipleship as parents.Cross references: 

A. 2 Peter 1:3 : 1 Pet 1:5 

B. 2 Peter 1:3 : John 17:3; Phil 3:8; 2 Pet 1:2, 8; 2:20; 3:18 

C. 2 Peter 1:3 : 1 Thess 2:12; 2 Thess 2:14; 1 Pet 5:10 

D. 2 Peter 1:4 : 2 Pet 3:9, 13 

E. 2 Peter 1:4 : Eph 4:13, 24; Heb 12:10; 1 John 3:2 

F. 2 Peter 1:4 : 2 Pet 2:18, 20 

G. 2 Peter 1:4 : 2 Pet 2:19 

H. 2 Peter 1:4 : James 1:27 

I. 2 Peter 1:5 : 2 Pet 1:11 

J. 2 Peter 1:5 : 2 Pet 1:3 

K. 2 Peter 1:5 : Col 2:3; 2 Pet 1:2 

L. 2 Peter 1:6 : Acts 24:25 

M. 2 Peter 1:6 : Luke 21:19 

N. 2 Peter 1:6 : 2 Pet 1:3 

O. 2 Peter 1:7 : Rom 12:10; 1 Pet 1:22 

P. 2 Peter 1:8 : Col 1:10 

Q. 2 Peter 1:8 : John 17:3; Phil 3:8; 2 Pet 1:2, 3; 2:20; 3:18 

 
Epic: The Story God is Telling (John Eldredge) presents the gospel as the Larger Story we are living in.  For when we were born, we were born into the midst of a great story that had already begun.  A story of good versus evil, a story of adventure and risk…a story in which we each have a crucial role to play.  This book explains our faith in modern day language.
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